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Chronology of Bronze Age China

XIA ¢.2100-

® XIA (c.2100-1600 B.C.)

Erlitou Culture

€.2000-1500 B.C.

® EARLY SHANG (c.1600-1300 B.C.)

EARLY SHANG  .1400- Erligang Culture €.1600-1400 B.C.
® LATE SHANG (c.1300-1046 B.C.)

Anyang Phase | €.1300-1251 B.C.
King Pan Geng
King Xiao Xin
King Xiao Yi

Anyang Phase Il ¢.1250-1160B.C.
King Wu Ding €.1250-1192 B.C.
King Zu Geng
King Zu Jia

Anyang Phase Il c.1159-1102 B.C.
King Lin Xin
King Kang Ding
King Wu Yi c.1147-1113B.C.
King Wen Ding c.1112-1102 B.C.

Anyang Phase [V c.1101-1046 B.C.
King Yi c.1101-1076 B.C.
King Xin c.1075-1046 B.C.

LATE SHANG  ¢.1300-

w i HE

P16 7 & 2 # P20 7 & 2 # P26 7 & &

& -

P64 T JE P70 # J& # 2144 B

P12 B 2 #

P52 7 JE B3 75 B A P56 T JE & 2181 B

» WESTERN ZHOU (c.1046-771B.C.)
Early Western Zhou
King Wu
King Cheng
King Kang
King Zhao
Mid Western Zhou
King Mu
King Gong
King Yi
King Xiao
King Yi
Late Western Zhou
King Li
Gong He Regency
King Xuan
King You

€.1046-977 B.C.

C.1046-1043 B.C.
€.1042-1021 B.C.

€.1020-996 B.C.
€.995-977B.C.
c.976-878 B.C.
c.976-922B.C.
€.922-900 B.C.
€.899-892B.C.
c.891-886 B.C.
c.885-878 B.C.
c.877-771 B.C.
c.877-841 B.C.
841-828 B.C.
828-782B.C.
781-771B.C.

WESTERN ZHOU _ ¢.1044- !! ‘

SPRING & AUTUMN  770- P94 F A P98 & P102 &

® SPRING & AUTUMN (770-476 B.C.)

® WARRING STATES (475-221B.C.)

WARRING STATES  475-

® = (#J872100- i 1600)

BB #J81 2000~ A1 1500
1600B.C.
® FEHE] (%977 1600~ FH] 1300 )
Bt #9817 1600~ B1 1400 1300 B.C.
o rEHEA (#9A7 1300~ Hj 1046 )
B — 5P #9817 1300~ &1 1251
FRE
BINE
BN
BRI — 57 #9810 1250~ 81 1160
FRT #9801 1250- B 1192
G LS
A
B =5 #9871 1159- 811102
FE¥ POG6 7.8 31 P10 7 K 81
BET
BRI BT 1147-811113
BXT #9BT 1112- 81 1102
BRIE MR #4987 1101- 81 1046
e 49T 1101- 811076
B #IB1 1075- B 1046 1046 B.C.
e FEE (#9771 1046- 71 771)
=R #9BT 1046- 81 977
BE #9871 1046- F1 1043
RE #I81 1042- A1 1021
BE AIBT 1020~ 1 996 P34 7 A £ 1 PA2 T B A, 5 P48 T A 2 1
BE #9871 995- 81 977
A #I81 976 Hi 878
BE 81 976~ Hl 922
HF 487 922- B 900 % ‘*
BT #)BT 899 Hl 892
X #JRT 891~ il 886 P76 T B % M1 P8O T B e M1 ot Bt
=T #)81 885- Hi 878
B 5 #BT 877-H1 771 — :
Bx #IH1 877 Hi 841
HA B 841-Fi 828
=5F B 828- Bl 782
— — P86 T J& B i P90 T J& B
£ B 781- 8 771 —_—
o EF) (#i 770~ 31 476) P106 &% e
P110 &4

o EiE (B 475-71221)

221 B.C.
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75  Exhibition of Chinese Arfs » ##) » 19414 » 2823% ' BN ENRE RS > MAEHKERE © (REASHI/EER) » ER:
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B

BELNBRER

AN ARCHAIC BRONZE RITUAL VESSEL, DING, WITH DRAGON & GEOMETRIC PATTERNS &

Late Shang Dynasty ¢.1300 - 1046 B.C.
H:33cm D:25.6cm

Elegantly cast with a thick globular body supported on three straight columnar legs with incised triangular cicadas, the belly fully
decorated with interlock T-shaped and meander geometric patterns beneath an inward confracted neck with a frieze of beaked
kui-dragon motifs, all rested on a neat spiral fleiwen ground, the lipped rim set with a pair of upright rope-like handles, in an overall
light green patina with some areas of red encrustations

For a bronze ding with similar size, shape and design, refer to Xiao Zi Zuo Fu Yi Ding formerly in the C. T. Loo collection, illustrated in C. T.
Loo & Co., Exhibifion of Chinese Arts, New York, 1941, no. 23; the same piece also illustrated in Chen Mengjia ed., Matsumaru Michio
ad., In Shu seidoki bunrui zuroku ( A Corpus of Chinese Bronzes in American Collections) , 1977, vol.2, pl.A11, p.281.

PROVENANCE
Collection of a Taiwan private collector.
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Bmamy  BARNSHES HRKREESE B - s BUBERNOEMA - RETHBBAK 248 TEER
B =k - ER=A8— X IENEERREA  BEROES  @Een - "R A BRELOH SERE H
LHEEEMN - BARNSE  BEUER GKEREREEARECRK BEEED - SAREAMSEMBELERST  ROGENERE
A RERFESOE - AUIBB USSR - EREE BRDH - BEARIE  PREH -

HIEEBEARBEEE s ROMGEEUNELR > AU E1990ETHZTBBREMICOEH THNRIE=H2ES (9038

M160:135) - FRPEMERBRELMEN - REHXYEEHAME © (REMBELFRSR) - B8 ERARHMKE - 2008
&£ E113-114 §232-233 ¢

pEVi

1. REEMEMEEE (1818-1874) ERNEZRNASERXFEMEERE  RAZNXACESEER FARENREAEX
NERY - FEETSEARTE (1851-1890) MR BEZEARENAERES (1882-1974) RELHEHBERBS (1929-)
2. RPFHFELARTERE  REERSEBHESR 1977458

AN ARCHAIC BRONZE RITUAL VESSEL, L/ DING, WITH ANIMAL MASK PATTERN

Late Shang Dynasty ¢.1300 - 1046 B.C.
H:20.8cm D:17cm

Supported on three columnar legs, the body with three shallow lobes, each decorated in relief with a faofie mask with large
protuberant eyes, hooked nose, curled horns and intaglio details, on a ground of neat spiral /eiwen and flanked by abstract form
of descending dragons with vertical bodies on both sides, the everted rim set with two upright loop handles, overall in green patina
with malachite encrustation

Bronze tripod ding with its body in a design of three shallow lobes like a bronze /i is usually referred as /i ding among scholars. It was
a type of food containing vessel used in ritual ceremonies, mostly found in between Phase Il of the Anyang period to early Western
Zhou. An archaeological sample (M160:135) from Phase Il of the Anyang period with very similar size, design and pattern to this
piece was found in Tomb M160, Guojiazhuang Village, Anyang, Henan in 1990, illustrated in Institute of Archaeology, Chinese
Academy of Social Science (CASS) et al., eds., Yinxu xin chu tu ging fong gi (Ritual Bronzes Recently Excavated in Yinxu ) , 2008,
pl.113-114, pp.232-233.

PROVENANCE

1. Collection of Mayer Amschel de Rothschild (1818-1874) , Mentmore Towers, Buckinghamshire, then by descent to Hannah de
Rothschild (1851-1890) , wife of the 5th Earl of Rosebery who was the Prime Minister of U.K. during 1894-1895, reputed during the
late 19th century to be the richest woman in England, and by descent to the 6th Earl of Rosebery (1882-1974) & the 7th Earl of
Rosebery (1929-)

2. Mentmore, Sotheby's London House Sale, May 1977
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AN ARCHAIC BRONZE RITUAL VESSEL, L/ DING, WITH GRINNING ANIMAL MASK PATTERN AND INSCRIPTION
(SHI BO ZHI DING)

Early Western Zhou Dynasty ¢.1046 - 977 B.C.
H:23.5cm W:184cm D:182cm

In globular form with three shallow lobes raising from three cylindrical legs, each of the shallow lobes was decorated with a large
dissolved grinning faofie mask in high relief with large coiled horns and eyebrows sprawling on both sides of the flared nostril, the
eyes formed from two prominent rectangular bosses with linear inlets simulating the pupils, and long thick curving lips in relief on a
background of finely cast spiral /eiwen patterns, all below an everted rim surmounted by a pair of upright loop handles on sides,
overall in a mottled light green patina, the interior cast with an inscription of seven characters in two columns reads Shi Bo Zhi zuo
Fu Gui yi, which literarily means Zhi, the Earl of Shi, had this ritual vessel made for Father Gui. An archaic bronze wine vessel, you,
bearing the same inscription, probably originated from the same group of vessels, is now kept in the Saint Louis Art Museum, Missouri,
U.S.A., see J. Edward Kidder, Jr., Early Chinese Bronzes in the City Art Museum of St. Louis, 1956, pl. XVI, pp.64-66; also see Steven D.
Owyoung, Ancient Chinese Bronzes in the Saint Louis Art Museum, 1997, no.25, pp.103-105.

Bronze tripod ding with its body in a design of three shallow lobes like bronze /i is usually referred as / ding among scholars. It was
a type of bronze vessel used only by the top ranking nobles in ritual ceremonies for containing cooked food and sacrifices, mostly
found in between Phase lll of the Anyang period to early Western Zhou.

A li ding with a similar grinning faofie mask is exiremely rare. One with such pattern and design can be found in Chen Peifen ed.,
Xia Shang Zhou ging tong qi yan jiu: Shanghai bo wu guan cang pin (Research on Bronzes of the Xia, Shang and Zhou Dynasties:
Collection of the Shanghai Museum) , Shanghai, 2004, Western Zhou vol.1, no.213, pp.46-47. Another one in similar pattern and
design was formerly in the Neiraku Museum, Nara, Japan, illustrated in Hayashi Minao, /n Shu jidai seidoki no kenkyu ( Conspectus of
Yin and Zhou Bronzes ) , Tokyo, 1984, vol.1, plate, liding 76, p.57.

PROVENANCE

1. L. D. Collection, Nice, France.

2. Collection of Christian Deydier, Oriental Bronzes Ltd, London, 1986.
3. Collection of Marcel & Chantal Gerbe, Switzerland, 2012.

LITERATURE

1. C.W. Post Art Gallery ed., The Arts of China, a Refrospective, Long Island University, New York, 4 February - 27 March 1977, no.7.

2. Christian Deydier, Ancient Chinese Bronze Vessels, Gilt Bronzes and Early Ceramics, London, 1986, no.7, pp.18-19.

3. Christian Deydier, Treasures from Ancient China 1V: The Marcel & Chantal Gerbe Collection, New York, March 2012, no.4, pp.18-
21.
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divided inta four pairs by a small beast head in high ‘r"'eke“’erio’rh sides
from a mythical onlmol head in hi lief and termlr}e}hng in‘a squa
stylized mask encircling the slightly. flared foot, the m’reno@os’r-‘h‘ﬂw a ’rhr!é— hara
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Jessica Rawson notes in WesferrrZhoy R/fug' B;onzes from fhe A/T/;QM‘@? s (Washii 'D.C
Press,1990), that these types of Gui vessels are more pommon in early'W ernmunﬂ Gui wit ,S|f'h ar pa
included in the s<:1m<5'h book"vol IIB, fig 5,] 0. 414-415. Ano’rhe; exgmple can be f'oun Ilustrgk?d in )
of Archaeology ef. af., ed., Shaanxi chu fu shang z/zcw' fellgle] fong QI (Bfw@ﬁf Shan n@lh

Province ) , Beulng 1980, vol.3, fig181, p.173. P _..» ’
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PROVENANCE R #'n-:.lg-
1. American collector Charlotte Horstmann ( 1908-2003 ) X "t )
2. Prof. Charles Patrick Fitzgerald (1902-1992) , s = : - SR
Far Eastern History Department at the Australian National Uhiversi’ry, Canberra, Australia
3. David Ho Antiques, Sydney, Australia : A "
4. Collection of private Sydney collector - ~a¥ [
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A RARE AND FINE ARCHAIC BRONZE RITUAL VESSEL, FANG DING, WITH ANIMAL MASK PATTERN &
INSCRIPTION (HUO FANG DING)

Early Western Zhou ¢.1046 - 977 B.C.
H:27cm L:21.1cm W:158cm

Supported on four columnar legs with incised cicada blades, the thick rectangular body cast on each side with a full faofie mask I
with C-shaped horns, eyes, brows and ears in low relief symmetrically divided at centre by a high and boldly E-shaped double- 1 o BT A '
hooked flange, all beneath a double-bodied serpent in higher relief embellished by claws and by equally spaced indentations —'_-'H-""_,
along the body, all rested upon a neat spiral /eiwen ground, the four corners of body cast with similar langes extended to the
full height of the decoration panel, the everted rim set with two upright loop handles with two intaglio bowstring bands on outer
surface, the slightly convex base cast with double crossed ribs on the diagonal, in an overall pale green patina with yellowish-
brown iron oxide on scattered areas of the body and extensively on the legs and the base

=] = e e W a2 e / T A
An inscription of seven characters was cast on the interior that reads, Huo zuo Fu Ding bao zun yi, which literally means Huo made ‘"T - W TH f',"‘-i ) . " oy s ; hﬁ
this precious vessel for (his) Father Ding. There are three other bronze vessels that bear the inscription of the same name Huo, one \ 3-45 hE ) | by

of which is a ding formerly in the Mukden Palace, now kept in the Liaoning Provincial Museum, its inscripfion rubbing is illustrated
in Institute of Archaeology, Chinese Academy of Social Science (CASS) ed., Yin Zhou jin wen ji cheng (Collection of Bronze
Inscriptions from the Shang & Zhou Dynasties ) , 1984-1994, vol.4, n0.2249. The other two are a pair of fang ding that have very similar
patfern and design to the present one, and they are now kept in the Shanghai Museum, see Chen Peifen ed., Xia Shang Zhou ging
fong qi yan jiu (Research on Bronzes of the Xia, Shang and Zhou Dynasties ) , 2004, Western Zhou vol.1, no.201, pp.21-23, inscription
rubbings in Yin Zhou jin wen ji cheng, vol.4, n0.2133-2134.
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1. Collection of Arthur M. Sackler (1913-1987), New York, accession no. V-115
2. Christie's New York, 1st December 1994, lot 113

3. Zen Gallery, Brussels, Belgium
4. Collection of a private Belgian collector

LITERATURE
1. Ink rubbing of the inscription produced by Noel Barnard in
1961, see Noel Barnard & Cheung Kwong-Yue, Rubbings and
Hand Copies of Bronze Inscriptions in Chinese, Japanese,
European, American, and Australasian Collections, Taipei,
1978, vol.6, no.586.
. Robert Poor, Bronze Ritual Veessels of Ancient China, New York,
1968. ] :
. Hayashi Minao, In shd jidai seidoki mon'yé no kenkyd ( Studies o R —' - z - ’
on Yin and Zhou Bronze Decoration) , Tokyo, 1986, p.113, 1 : = o e '
pl.3-182. A pr a -F '
. Jessica Rawson, Western Zhou Rifual Bronzes from the Arthur : ' - ‘ ' '
M. Sackler Collection, Washington D.C., 1990, vol. IIB, no.7,
p.240-243.
. Wu Zhenfeng, Shang Zhou ging fong qi ming wen ji tu xiang
ji cheng (Corpus of Inscriptions and Images of Bronzes from
the Shang & Zhou Dynasties) , Shanghai, 2012, vol. 3, p.363,
no.1700.










28

EBRE

i)

BE 22507 MEAME 17547 (BFR)
B 2327 WMEME 19327 (R2)

ER—HARFRERRLEENTHG RRARHIRNEER  ERFRIBARNTERECLAREREFHSHE » TR
EFRAESEBFSETERREN - BEEIREENNE  RAAREEMNMAR R~ AANEERARIEFET BREER
BMEEEBREK  2HTAARTEBNRETNERKL (HILRME) MR -

M BERBHAN - 838 SN ERER > RILERER - BEFVHBRER (XBEIER) —8 - BROMEEEI
B BER - BE - e SamAl LR —HEPIIE - REMREKLMES - HElE - RS EREE - SERE - &K
S BEETA=ERER  HERERZEH -JOLTE SALHMBELZA - FEPE—F¥RVERFH > SEmARWERHE
SERENRD - FRVBEMFEVE=8—& ALENRERE BLRTHEDIRETRE  MMESSRSFRERNG - 8F
WRENR  EORTRME BT @ ZEE A LT & —AMNGZA - EMELZANTE - BERASES B /(AT RE
O HEEANI A —B KA P EFER - EATARMERB R - BEBKEEEHBICA=AR  AMLEESIOR - 28RE
BE - RAXHNESE —BARNGE RERERE ok ELRBEHANH -

5 MBREREEHRERMNES > #HIIRMITHAT

B8k (&) F (F)
BE(8) &

RESEARLRR "BRE" - BXAER  BREELEENESR - BXTH "8  ARNREES  FAEREEERHEER
=M—fEE& - REMANAARRS RS BETLAL  MAXHIREESL  EPE——HHFEERERN  BRRENKEK
TEXMEDENEERR - ZaR1927F8HINRABHEZE  REXHERE  REXBRERENZNATEABELZ
T BEFE=FEREBAR  MEXPHXEEAREZE-—AREEMBS - RUANNEESHEREER  URNBAHHET (&
ERESERSRTE) NERE  DEBYEREENEERY SEXEIEABXERIBNEEES -

RHXEFEDNT > BEREXW " 7 HRERBNIEABVREWEBHMEE ( (FK) 8.4241) LHERHN "§" FRAM
LU HRIRTHEHN "0 T MESMEFERMERRANY » LHHERY “&" 37 ZRKEFEEMNME  HREMSX 8"

FHARR - MEENHNCHZANBERR FRAAR" -~ FEHEI1978FETLAREHTRFE L ERENEME SRR
% REMEEERR/RBEZEE - FERBEISIMARZNRRIE - BlgHh 82" B "8 FREARBRERBG & -
BEIHXPH & KAEBRR/EEBABBZTEA BRENEMFHREZNAEEOARHNEARL - IR HE#XHER
RgL SERFBOBROAEY - BERSNDE - FaPm “8RQ" MEAR > "8F" N "R HEREL  SRKHNSEE—
BREELAXZNE—REEABR/EL  BEFIMANELD BRSFEERIRYD  MAFNHRAKBRIETL - BEREAS - Fit
PHERLESE "BR" %M "&& REBHEL -

ERRBRFTLH N LT > SREEFENRAN  BITHEARE  TERTRERRAZAARY - UHESERBLNE
ERERER DEEYMENAR  EZaRERE I MEM—ELZI NZHRHAXAREL "“AAR" (BA%K) - FItF
RAUEREIRY - AR DEEVEKENTERHEAR  EUAELSERFTED - BARNENMEE - RELEEENRE
MR AR BRI A L ZAEH  BRBNESHE - REREERNSEMLER/) BN =R O R B g - mEgERE
IMESRE TR ANURF1997FAmEENEERTAMIBER T —EEXARRKNMIRNEEIEEER (M1 167880
91:185) < *RFOMIENFR  REELEHBRAARY  FARINKEIRY o' ZOREREERE) > BHEBEIN
[ MEREEEESENLHIET > ELNBEDFNHEZEEMAEREN - BARBEEFLERENE (&) &R - KHIMELTER
HARRARTOEHINAHDEREL  BRESRLROAEAFTHE _HREMFas - ° LAUETED EE R B (R BIIRIT L

* BARRHRMHEERR  EHEAASL  ARATHNMFERBRE - Wit - RE8XEE  HMNASNIT - BERENER
BZERAFHMER  BAR RYAOMIRENER  ERERARKNERRE - SRFNEERRENOARMRIRESE
1 BRFREZBRARKE  (EREEFAULURERRE —NBEEE  ARAREUNFEXTREREREZY - Z1
E_REBEEAXEAZHSGA  AEFREEABIH  #HERHKRE -

ERIENR TEEEABSRTFOEFABARARY EXREBRAVMA  EFARENBAER - MEETRBHNERRF
R ERRAEN  BRR  ERBHBENREDLT  RAXRRXCNFE - MEERAARTHENREIFKBARTNHE
BARREMENHEED—F - & (LKL - SAAER) A ABUHEE=FF 8B ERHZMRANRERNRRRE
RNEREEE - BREEARTORLIAREMMEL BiFRRY —ENRIMELEE - BERABARPNBREESR  RE
2D MEBALEREES EEAE  AEBERFHNMEAATEESE « BE5RGEHNELNE RS FEN IR SHER
BARBNEENESR BEERARRE -

i

EHANEEIAER D

| REE  (BEASHARXEEGER) @~ 08 DERBEHRML 20120 3% » H247-249 0 51573~ 15745

. PENBRELWRNR © (RTRAIRHENBERAMAREE) - LR BNEHARA - 19626 » hR442  BRA123

. 3By FEH: (TRERAEEANME) - (Bh) 1979 FF 1§ E56-59 88

KRB (BRAEERHEL)  #RBEHIRE - (MHEXEABRAEE) @ 0§ DEREHRL - 201146 517 - B8  JaRAZERAEN

- BREZ  (EBABHERME) 0 L8 DEhEHMR 0 20045 - BRAKL  $1975% 0 H10-11 -

CBRG (EEATRASRMRE) AARL $198% > H13-14 - REH : (hEEHESGH) B DESFEHRDE - 20094 » iy - 51362
11-85-1°¢

6. AREEXMEEMFEN  AOMXILER  (BEXNEFERTAE) » BN - NS - 20004 - H67-69  B48Z50 » HR22-23

7. AREAXMESMERN  AOmXLER  (E2XEERFAE) » B208-

8. TEBMAREREZEGRE © (THBHEEL2E) - IR XML 19978 > H6ff > (FA2) » B3 -

g~ O N =

LEAEEERERGLOE—H > AOGLTHE SR 2010-201286HEALLMERYE

29



A PAIR OF VERY IMPORTANT ARCHAIC BRONZE RITUAL VESSELS, DING, WITH CICADA PATTERNS AND
COVER DEDICATED TO THE MARQUIS OF LU (LU HOU DING)

Early Western Zhou ¢.1046-977 B.C.
H:22.5cm W:17.5cm
H:23cm W:19.3cm

Supported on three columnar legs, the body finely cast in three shallow lobes with a band of raised cicadas within two convex
horizontal bowstrings on the neck, with a pair of bail handles rising from the everted rim, the slightly bulged cover set with two
breaches on sides for the handles of the body and another upright bail handle raising from the centre of the cover on top
surrounded by two similar bands of convex bowstring, cast in high quality bronze with excellent resonant qualities, in an overall light
green patina

Both the interior of the body and the cover cast with an idenfical inscription of six characters in two columns that reads Lu Hou
zuo bao zun yi, which literarily means Marquis of Lu made this precious vessel. As the inscription does not mention the name of
the marquis, as most other archaic bronzes dedicated to Marquis of Lu, it is difficult to have a direct proof to the identity of this
mysterious marquis. Based on the analysis of calligraphy and the character composition of the bronze inscriptions, the composition
of character Ju (&) on Lu Hou Ding is nearly identical to the same character on Xing Hou Gui (fB&E ) , which is in the collection
of the British Museum in London. Xing Hou Gui was acknowledged fo be made for the first Duke of Zhou, and it was dated by Li
Xueqin, after the archaeological discovery of the ruins of the Xing state in 1978, to the reign of King Cheng or King Kang. The other
characters on Lu Hou Ding are also consistent to the writing style of early Western Zhou.

Bronze ding with fri-lobed body was mostly cast from a specific period from the late Shang dynasty to the early Western Zhou, and
basically came to extinction after that period. It is also extremely rare to have a tri-lobed ding with such cover. For archaic bronze
vessels ding with similar shape and design, refer to Kang Ding (7t& ) and Ying Gong Ding (FE/A& ) that are both kept in the
Shanghai Museum, as illustrated in Chen Peifen ed., Xia Shang Zhou qing tong ai yan jiv (Research on Bronzes of the Xia, Shang
and Zhou Dynasties ) , 2004, Western Zhou vol.1, no.197 & 198, pp.10-11, 13-14. The inscription of the former one mentions about the

Duke Grand Protector, Gong Tai Bao, that can be dated to the reign of King Kang. The later one was cast by the Duke of Ying who




was probably the first feudal lord of the Ying state when it was created during the reign of King Cheng. Another piece of similar
design, also cast by a regional feudal lord, is Yan Hou Zhi Ding (E&E S ) in the Sumitomo Collection in Kyoto, Japan, see Higuchi
Takayasu ed., Sen'oku Hakko: Chugoku kodoki hen (Sen-Oku Hakuko Kan: Sumitomo Collection) , 2002, no.3, p.11. According to
its inscription, this piece was cast by the second Marquis of Yan during the early Western Zhou. For similar pieces in archaeological
finds, refer to five tri-lobed ding (M1: é, 78, 80, 91, 185) with similar covers on top, excavated from Tomb M1 in Changzikou,
Taiginggong, Luyi, Henan in 1997, illustrated in Henan Provincial Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology & Zhoukou Municipal
Cultural Bureau ed., Luyi Taiginggong Changzikou mu (Taiginggong Changzikou Tomb in Luyi) , 2000, pp.67-69, fig.48-50, pl.22-23.
M1 tomb was archaeologically dated to the early phase of early Western Zhou, no later than the reign of King Cheng. The dating of
Lu Hou Ding should be in consistency to these finds, i.e. the early phase of early Western Zhou, or more specifically, the reign of King
Cheng to King Kang. According to the chronology suggested by the Records of the Grand Historian, this mysterious marquis should
most probably be Bogin ({H& ) , the first Marquis of Lu, as his 4é-year reign spanned over the entire reign of King Cheng and almost
all that of King Kang. It is unlikely, but there is still @ very minor possibility, that it may refer to either one of the two sons of Bogin who
succeeded him fo become the second and third marquises, as their reigns in total only lasted for roughly a decade, and had
already gone into the reign of King Zhao.

PROVENANCE
Collection of an important private American collector in New York
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Wu Zhenfeng, Shang Zhou qing fong qi ming wen ji tu xiang ji cheng ( Corpus of Inscriptions and Images of Bronzes from the Shang
& Zhou Dynasties ) , 2012, vol. 3, pp.247-249, no.1573-1574.
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AN EXTREMELY IMPORTANT RITUAL BRONZE WINE VESSEL, JUE, WITH MYTHICAL ANIMAL MASK PATTERN
AND LONG INSCRIPTION MADE BY YU (YU JUE)

Early Western Zhou ¢.1046 - 977B.C.
H:20.2cm

The deep U-shaped body raised on three slightly curved blade-form supports, crisply cast around the sides with two registers of
faotie masks dissolved in small scrolls, the mask on one side inferrupted by a handle that issues from a bovine mask, with further
scrolls on the underside of the spout, and with a pair of upright posts with whorl bosses rising from the rim, in an overall dark grey
patina with slight malachite encrustation, the interior cast with a lengthy and important 21-character inscription

The inscription is the longest ever known to all bronze liberation cup jue, and it can be translated as, “the King held his first ritual
ceremony at Chengzhou (nowadays Luoyang) and ordered Yu to placate the Count of Deng, who gifted Yu shells to cast this
precious vessel for his father” . The name Yu also appears in the inscription of the famous Da Yu Ding, dated fo the same period
of the jue, and is now kept in the National Museum of China in Beijing. Based on these inscriptions, it is known that Yu was a born
nobleman who served as an important court official and a brilliant military commander during the reign of King Kang in early
Western Zhou.

This important jue was discovered in mid nineteenth century and had been kept by various prominent Chinese collectors, like Wang
Weixue, Chen Jiegi and Mao Qingshan during the late Qing dynasty before it was acquired by the Japanese in 1920s. It is one of
the most widely published archaic bronzes, in both Chinese and Japanese, with over 30 published records since 1895.

Compare two other bronze jue with bodies decorated in two registers of faofie masks, the first one illustrated in Chen Fang-mei,
Shang Ritual Bronzes in the National Palace Museum Collection, Taipei, National Palace Museum, 1998, no. 7, pp.144-145; the
second one illustrated in Steven D. Owyoung, Ancient Chinese Bronzes in the Saint Louis Art Museum, St. Louis, St. Louis Art Museum,
1997, no. 22, pp.94-95.
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AN IMPORTANT AND EXTREMELY RARE ARCHAIC BRONZE VESSEL, GUI, WITH SQUARE PEDESTAL AND
INSCRIPTION DEDICATED TO THE GRAND PROTECTOR TAI BAO (TAI BAO FANG ZUO GUI)

Early Western Zhou (King Cheng or King Kang period) ¢.1042-996B.C.
H:23cm W:245cm D:188cm L:17.5¢cm

Raised on a square pedestal, the rounded body delicately cast on each side in relief with a large faotie mask with raised eyes with
rectangular slit pupils framed by raised eyebrows, pointed leaf-shaped ears and large curled horns, all bisected by an E-shaped
flange with hooks under a mythical beast head cast in high relief, the stepped foot with two pairs of confronted kui dragons on
each side separated by four smaller C-shaped hooked flanges, under the everted rim a pair of loop handles emerging from a
mythical beast heads with raised prominent eyes and upright ears, the handles each cast in the form of a phoenix bird with curved
wings and the rectangular pendent extension below cast on each side with a bird's curled claws and tail, the square pedestal
cast with four bold faotie masks in low relief on sides and a small suspension loop for bell hanging within the base, the interior cast
with an inscription of eight characters in two rows, reading 7ai bao lai yin yu gia zhou zhu, overall in an appealing green and silvery
patina with areas of malachite encrustation

Bronze gui was used as a food containing vessel and offen came together with bronze tripod ding in ritual ceremonies performed
by members of the royal family and the ruling aristocrats during the Shang and Zhou dynasties. Different to bronze ding that
was commonly used to contain meat offerings, bronze gui was used to hold grains. Gui with square pedestal is very rare, and it
was invented by people of the Zhou culture in Shaanxi. Some scholars believe that the gui with square pedestal is actually the
combination of a gui and a square pedestal, jin. Similar to the use of jin, the pedestal is believed to increase the height of the main
vessel, so as to make it looks more solemn and majestic. Most of the bronze gui with square pedestal base from early Western Zhou
were well cast with attractive and richly decorated motifs. They were used only by the highest ranking nobilities af that time.

According to ancient Chinese classics, Tai Bao, which literally means the grand protector, was the title granted to the Duke of
Zhao for his overwhelming contribution to the founding of the Zhou Dynasty. He served loyally in the royal court in Xi' an as one of
the guardians to the young king, while his descendents were granted to rule the state of Yan in nowadays Beijing. The inscription,

though consists of only eight characters, is difficult to decipher. Based on known grammar of archaic bronze inscription, the most
reasonable franslation may be as follows: Zhou commissioned to cast this vessel gui after Tai Bao returned from his pilgrimage in Qia.

There are around twenty bronze vessels that bear the inscription with the title of Tai Bao. All of them were cast within the reign of
King Cheng and King Kang of early Western Zhou, but this is the only gui with square pedestal that consists an inscription with the
title. For bronze gui with square pedestal in similar design and pattern, refer to Zuo Bao Yi Gui, formerly in the Summer Palace and is
now kept in the Palace Museum, Beijing, illusirated in Palace Museum ed., Gu gong qging fong qi (Bronzes in the Palace Museum),
1999, p.140, no.122. For archaeological sample with similar design, refer to Yu Gui that was excavated from Kazuo county of
Liaoning province in 1979, and is currently kept in the Liaoning Provincial Museum, as illustrated in Zhong guo qing fong qi quan ji
( Complete Collection of Bronze wares in China) , 1993-1998, vol.6, pl.12, p.12.

PROVENANCE
Collection of a private collector in San Francisco, US

LITERATURE
Wu Zhenfeng, Shang Zhou qging tong qi ming wen ji tu xiang ji cheng ( Corpus of Inscriptions and Images of Bronzes from the Shang
& Zhou Dynasties) , Shanghai, 2012, vol.9, no.4482.
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AN EXTREMELY RARE & IMPORTANT RITUAL BRONZE VESSEL, GUI, WITH FOUR MAGNIFICENT ANIMAL MASKS

Early Western Zhou ¢.1046-977 B.C.
H:16cm D:22.3cm W:29.5cm

A heavily cast bowl-shaped body raising from a high stepped foot to an everted rim, a pair of two C-shaped loop handles on
sides emerging from a mythical beast head with raised prominent eyes to heavy rectangular pendants below the handles; four
boldly cast faotie masks with large eyes and imposing nose decorated on four sides of the body in relief reserved on a fine spiral
leiwen ground, under a set of four animal mask motifs separated at center by an animal mask cast in high relief, the foot similarly
decorated with a band of four animal masks, overall in a green patina with some areas of malachite encrustation.

This bronze gui is a ritual food vessel from Early Western Zhou period, this kind of four faotie masks design is extremely rare. An
archeological example with similar design and pattern is a gui that was unearthed in Linfen of Shanxi (M6231: 22) , as illustrated
in Bor-sheng Jung, Chao-jung Chen et.al., eds, Xin shou yin zhou qing tong qi ming wen ji qi ying hui bian (The collection of recent
discovered Shang & Zhou bronzes and their inscription) , 2006, Vol.2, N0.952, p.693.

PROVENANCE
Collection of a German collector Mr. Hardy
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AN ARCHAIC BRONZE WINE VESSEL, YOU, WITH
DRAGON PATTERN AND INSCRIPTION (BO YANG
Mell))

Late Phase Of Early Western Zhou c¢.10" Century B.C.
H:245cm W:21.7cm

The compressed pear-shaped body in elliptical cross sectio
raising from a splayed pedestal foot, surmounted by a dom
cover with a rounded rectangular grip on the top surrounde

a band of confronted kui-dragons, two horn raising from
ends of the major axis of the cover, the body flanked by d
swing handle fully decorated on its outer surface with a
S-shaped dragons in relief, with each of its ends cast wi

of tapir, the neck of the body cast with a border cc
beast head in high relief at centre of each side flan
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AN IMPORTANT AND RARE ARCHAIC BRONZE RITUAL WINE VESSEL, FANG ZUN, WITH ABSTRACT DRAGON
PATTERNS AND INSCRIPTION

Early Phase of Middle Western Zhou ¢.10" Century B.C.
H:21.3cm D:20cm B:13cm

Of square section, the hollow splayed foot and the slightly bulbous central section each encircled by a band of stylized hooked kui-
dragons on a ground of spiral leiwen pattern, centered on a shallow flange and divided at each corner by a heavy hooked flange
with intaglio detail, the upper section with a matching band of dragons, centered on two sides with a well cast horned bovine
head with raised eyes, divided at the corners by flanges extending up the widely flared trumpet mouth and hooked at the rim,
overall with a pale green patina with extensive malachite and reddish encrustation, with a long inscription of 51 characters cast on
the interior of the base

The inscription is one of the longest among all the bronze zun in Western Zhou, and it fully describes a mission regarding land transfer
assigned by the Duke fo an official named Mian and his successful completion of the task. The inscription mentions that on the day
of Ding Chou, the 14" day in the sexagenary cycle, in the first week of the ninth month, the Duke sent Mian to accompany another
official Yu to process some formalities for granting the land in the Yan region to a person named Sheng. Mian reported to the Duke
after the task was done, and he made no mistake in the entire mission. He was thus awarded by the Duke. Mian praised the grace
of the Duke and cast this ritual bronze zun for his father Xingong. It shall be used days and nights in the family’ s ancestral temple,
and shall be treasured by his sons and grandsons for ten thousand years.

Similar bronze zun vessels, of related form in square section but with elaborate decoration over the body, are illustrated by Bernhard
Karlgren, A Cafalogue of the Chinese Bronzes in the Alfred F. Pillsbury Collection, 1952, pl.40, no.27, p.80; by Umehara Sueji, Nihon
Shucho Shina Kodo Seikwa (Selected relics of ancient Chinese bronzes from collections in Japan), 1959-1964, vol. ll, pl. CXLIIl and
CXLIV; by John A. Pope et al., The Freer Chinese Bronzes, 1967, vol. |, pl.18; by Rene-Yvon Lefebvre d' Argencé, Ancient Chinese
Bronzes in the Avery Brundage Collection, 1967, pl. XXX; and by Jung Kéng, ‘The Bronzes of Shang and Chou’ , vol. Il, Yencheng
Journal of Chinese Studiies, Monograph Series no. 17, 1941, p.290, fig.551.

PROVENANCE

1. Found in Luoyang during the Republican period (by repute)
2. Collection of Mrs. Walter Sedgwick (1883-1967), London, U.K.
3. Sotheby's London, 7 April 1981, lot 72

4. Collection of an important private collector in Switzerland
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AN IMPORTANT ARCHAIC BRONZE RITUAL POURING VESSEL, HE, DEDICATED TO THE MARQUIS OF YING
(YING HOU HE)

Middle Western Zhou ¢.976-878B.C.
H:25.5cm L:29.5cm W:17.7cm

The robust rectangular body with rounded corners supported on four cylindrical legs, the contracted shoulder cast in fine intaglio

with a band of four elongated dragons in W-shaped curl bodies and backward-turned heads, all beneath an everted mouth rim
and a square domed cover with a band of similar pattern as the neck on its border and an upright disc-shaped loop handle on
top, the cover with another small loop on side which is attached by a link to another small loop at the top of a C-scroll handle
which is surmounted by the head of a ruminant, on the opposite side cast with a long diagonal spout issuing from the body, with
an inscription of six characters in two columns cast within the cover, with an overall smooth and attractive yellowish-green patina

The six-character inscription reads Ying hou zuo bao pan he, which literally means the Marquis of Ying made this precious pan and
he. According fo textual research, the feudal state of Ying was mostly acknowledged to be created for a younger son of King Wu
during the reign of his eldest son, King Cheng, in early Western Zhou. Archaic bronzes from the Ying state have been found and
documented in archaic bronze albums for over a millennium, and some of them still survive and are kept in important museums
like the National Palace Museum in Taipei and the Poly Art Museum in Beijing. Among all these Ying bronzes, including those from
archaeological finds, Ying Hou Cheng Xu, dated fo the reign of King Mu or King Gong in the early phase of Middle Western Zhou,
now kept in the Poly Art Museum, is the earliest bronze cast in dedication o a Marquis of Ying.

This bronze vessel he should be in close relation to another fwo vessels, namely the Ying Hou Zun and the Ying Hou Pan. The former
was infroduced in our catalogue last year Imperial Treasures Il: Archaic Bronzes from the Golden Age of China, 2013, pp.100-105.
It has a very similar W-shaped dragon pattern on its neck, a similar patina and a similar style of writing for its inscription. The later
piece, now kept in the Poly Art Museum in Beijing, has an identical inscription, in both content and style of calligraphy, to the
present he. It suggests that the he and the pan may originally come from the same set and was cast by the same Marquis of Ying.

PROVENANCE
1. Collection of a Hong Kong private collector
2. Collection of the Huang family in Taiwan
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A PAIR OF UNUSUAL ARCHAIC BRONZE VESSEL, XU, WITH HORIZONTAL GROOVES DECORATION

Middle to Late Western Zhou c¢.9™ Century B.C.
H:6.5cm W:24.5cm

The oval like body was quietly raising from a splayed foot cast with a band of S-shaped dragon mofif cast in open work to a straight
flat mouth rim with the exterior cast with five horizontal grooves; a pair of C-shaped handles on sides emerging from a tiger-like
beast head cast in high relief, overall in a light green patina on surface and extensive areas of malachite encrustation.

Xu is a food contfaining vessel of higher ranking, mostly used by members of the royal family or the ruling nobilities for ritual
ceremonies. The function of Xu is similar to Gui, but the shape of Xu is oval. Xu was only used in a short period of time during the
Middle to Late Western Zhou dynasty then gradually disappeared after Early Spring and Autumn period.

It is worth mentioning that this pair of Xu is the smallest that ever appeared, and the astonishing casting technique makes them
even more precious. Unlike other bronze Xu, the body of this pair is not solid; there is a cavity between the inner tank and outer walll
and ends with open bottom. Because of the space in between is so little and the foot is dramatically splayed, it would be very hard
to get rid of the clay mould after casting. Some experts argue that the fechnique that was used to cast this pair of Xu might be lost
wax casting. Traditionally, scholars believe that lost wax technique was first used on bronze casting in ancient China no later than
Middle Spring and Autumn period. If such argument is correct, this pair of Xu will help to re-date the introduction of lost wax casting
to Western Zhou dynasty.

An archaeological sample with similar shape and structure is extremely rare. A bronze Pan and a bronze Dou which were
excavated from Xingan, Jiangxi Province also have the same illusory belly design, were illustrated in Jiangxi Provincial Museum,
Jiangxi Provincial of Culture Relics and Archaeology, Xingan County Museum ed., The Large Shang Tomb In Xingan, Cultural Relics
Publishing House, 1997, pp.57-64, color pl. XV' 182, pl.XVII1&2. A Xu, which has a similar horizontal groove pattern decorated on
the wall and two high relief animal masks cast on the upper part of the handles, is now collected by the National Palace Museum,
Taipei. More details refer to National Palace Musem, Cafalogue of Western Chou Bronze Inscription in the National Palace Museumn,
2001, no. 64, p107

PROVENANCE
Collection of a renowned Chinese collector, Mr. Ma
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A RARE BRONZE RECTANGULAR BOX, FANG HE, WITH DRAGON SHAPED GRIP

Early Phase of Late Western Zhou ¢.887 -771 B.C.
L:13.5cm W:10.5cm H:8cm

A rectangular body raising from a flared rectangular high foot with waves pattern cast in open work to an everted squared mouth
rim, the body decorated with two confronted dragons on each side conjuncted by four dragons cast in high relif with backward-
turned heads, the two doors on the top decorated with dragon patterns and abstract cicada patterns respectively, under a kui-
dragon shaped grip cast in an up-turned head and a long coiled tail entrenched at center, in an overall green patina with areas of
cuprite and malachite encrustations.

Most of the fang he in such design can be dated from late Western Zhou to Early Spring and Autumn period. Some scholars
suggested that fang he was used fo contain jade accessories by noble ladies during that time.

An archeological example is a bronze fang lian, with similar shape and design but slightly different pattern, was excavated in 2002
from Tomb M3 in Zaozhuang, Shandong, now kept in Zaozhuang City Museum, as illustrated in Zao zhuang shi zheng xie tai gang
ao giao min min zu zong jiao wei yuan hui & Zhao zhuang shi bo wu guan ed., Xiao zhu guo yi zhen, 2006, pp.76-77. In addition,
another Fang lian with similar design but slightly different shape and pattern was excavated in 1974 from Tomb M49 in Wenxi County
of Shanxi, now kept in Shanxi Provincial Museum, as illustrated in Li Ling's article “Shuo du- Zhong guo zao i fu nv yong pin: shou shi
he, hua zhuang he he xiang he” (Talk About the Boxes: Early Chinese Commodities for Ladies: Jewelry Box, Cosmetics Box, and
Incense Box) , Palace Museum Journal, 2009, 143:3, Plate 24, p.77.

PROVENANCE
Collection of a private collector in Boston, US
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A PAIR OF ARCHAIC BRONZE VESSELS,
FANG HU, WITH COVERS AND INTERLACED
DRAGON MOTIF DECORATION

Late Western Zhou c¢.8™ Century B.C.
H24cm W:17.8cm

In pair with cover, robust body in round rectangular
cross section with comparatively thick and heavy wall
raising from a splayed foot, the lower body cast in high
relief on the sides with infertwined dragons with various
heads and slender snake-like bodies, below the neck
with a pair of handles on ftwo sides issuing from a
dragon head with a bird head with sharp hooked
beak cast on above; a band of S-shaped spirial mofif
cast in relief decorated on the sides of the cover,
overall with original bronze patina on surface and
some malachite and azurite encrustation.

Fang hu with handles cast in combination of an animal
head with a bird head are extremely rare. Such design
was commonly seen in Late Western Zhou to Early
Eastern Zhou period. A bronze Fang hu in larger size
with its handle cast with a dragon head issuing from
an animal head was excavated in 1976 in Changan
county of Shaanxi.

PROVENANCE
Collection of a American collector, Mr Erol
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AN ARCHAIC BRONZE RITUAL POURING VESSEL,
Yl, WITH DRAGON PATTERNS

Late Western Zhou ¢.877-771 B.C.
H:19.5cm L:27.4cm

The finely cast deep boat-shaped vessel raised on four
S-shaped dragon feet and with a curved U-shaped spout,
cast around the body with three horizontal curving groove
patterns under a wide band of abstract dragon motifs
below the rim; set to the opposite side of the spout with an
S-shaped chi dragon handle, with its head cast as a whorl
horned dragon biting on the edge, overall in a rich brown
patina with areas of malachite encrustation.

Archaic bronze Yi was used in conjunction with Pan
during the ritual ceremonies. It was a late Western Zhou
adaptation of the He or Gong, and was continually used
in the Eastern Zhou period. The present Yi was firstly bought

ifi itici r. Harcourt Johnstone,
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AN ARCHAIC BRONZE VESSEL, DING, WITH DRAGON PATTERNS AND COVER

Spring and Aufumn Period 770 - 476 B.C.
H:23.3cm W:29.8cm

A deep globular bowl shaped body raised from three short powerful legs issuing from faofie masks cast in high relief and ending
in plain, splayed and hoof-shaped feet, the slotted quadrangular handles with rope motif at the edge and a band of dragon
motif on both sides, each curving up from below the rim fo a narrow wedge-shaped platform; with a slightly convex lid on top
equipped with a loop handle in the middle, circuited by three bands of dragon motifs; three ox-shaped knobs decorated with
delicate dragon patterns all over the trunk cast in prone position at the edge of the cover; the body is decorated with two bands
of interlaced S-shaped dragon patterns separated by a circle of rope pattern.

The bronze Ding that is illustrated in Hayashi Minao, Studies on the Spring and Aufumn Period and Warring States Period Bronzes: A
Conspectus of Yin and Zhou Bronze Vessels, Volume lll, Tokyo, 1989, plate, Ding 155, p.16 has the similar ox-shaped knobs cast on the
lid and interlaced dragon motifs decorated on the body.

PROVENANCE
1 Collection of a private collector in the US, 1991
2. Christie's, New York

R—=






BENEH
BR 4R R ARD

HREMER  RBEE  RENFHEIRNERERERNNNRIE - BRKREEE  ZMs0 JHE > F8O - BARS
ﬂé WEMIME  SRERE  TAZEHANERERE - FREPH—ARMMmALEZEEMNER  JIR—ETHE S EMERRE
MR B RERETEEE - SAELER - B DR AT A - LEAEL - EEEE=ANEA - HihmEREUGENE
ﬁgﬁﬁ%u& - ERINERFE AN = E SR - WMENA AR - R IEE - BHREMNE —BRAIAAL - NEMESIMEEIEL
RS IE AR M — AR - AR B ZANER - e LAY MEE  REPRES LERERENERE  REE -

AT OB ATSE 1979 TF I REHTNERBRAGRE  FRUVBEXIMEMSER © OF)II TTFERE
B) o eRDHRAL - 19914 » B220 ° H5295 - LIRI1975FE I EGERILGSEEH T MRMBRAGEE  FRNILEEEE
BMERIATRREEERR  (BBETPEE) - RS HARME - 19925 - B120 -

i
1. 1930 EH T
2. BEMABRER

A LARGE ARCHAIC BRONZE RITUAL VESSEL, DING, WITH INTERLOCKED DRAGON PATTERNS AND COVER

Spring and Aufumn Period 770 - 476 B.C.
H:44cm W:40cm

A deep bowl shaped body decorated with two bands of interlocked C-shaped dragon motif separated by a convex string pattern,
raising from three powerful legs issuing from faotie masks cast in high relief and ending in plain, splayed and hoof-shaped feet, with
a strong up-turned horn issuing from the fop of each taotie mask; two slotted handles each decorated with interlocked dragon
motif on both sides, curving up from the neck below an everted rim; covered with a slightly convex lid which is equipped with a
ring handle in the middle, circuited by three bands of interlocked dragon motifs separated by three convex string patterns, three
dragon shaped loop handles issuing from the shoulder of the lid.

This monumental Ding is a symbol of the enormous power of the
king during the Spring and Autumn period. An archeological
sample with similar pattern and design is a bronze Ding that was
excavated from Tomb 11, Xichuan, Henan in 1979, as illustrated
in Henan Institute of Culture Relics ef. al., eds., Xi chuan xia si
chun qiv chu mu (Spring and Autumn Chu Tombs from Xiasi of
Xichuan) , 1991, fig. 220, p.295. Another example with similar
pattern and design is a bronze Ding that was excavated from
Tomb 6, Dangyang of Hubei, as illustrated in Hubei Yichang
Museum & School of Archaeology of the Peking University
eds., Dang yang zhao jia hu chu mu (Chu tombs on Zhaojiahu
Lake,Dangyang) , 1992, p.120.

PROVENANCE
1. Unearthed in 1930s. (By repute )
2. Collection of a Taiwan private collector since 1949.
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AN ARCHAIC BRONZE RITUAL VESSEL, HU, WITH ABSTRACT
DRAGON PATTERNS AND COVER

Spring and Aufumn Period 770 -476B.C.
H:33.2cm W:242cm

A jar-shaped body raising from three short obconic feet,
covered on top with a round convex lid decorated with a
coiled snake pattern cast in relief, three loop ring handles
attached at the edge of the lid; six bands of abstract
dragon motifs cast from the neck to the

foot interrupted by four loop rings and

animal masks on the neck and four

erected loop handles on the lower

part of the body, with six horizontal

and four vertical cord patterns that

run evenly along the body, overallin

a green patina with areas of cuprite,

malachite and azurite encrustations.

A bronze Hu with similar pattern and

design is exiremely rare. A bronze Hu with slightly

similar shape and three short obconic feet, now kept in

the Lixian County Museum, was excavated from Dabaozi

Hill, Lixian County, Gansu in 1998, as illustrated in Zhu Zhongxi
eds., Qing xi chui ling qu (Mausoleums in Western Qin) , Beijing:
Culture Relics Press, 2004, Plate 2, No.17, p.77.

PROVENANCE
Collection of a Japanese private collector
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A VERY RARE AND IMPORTANT GOLD-INLAID BRONZE SWORD MADE BY KING GUANG OF WU

Spring and Autumn Period (King Guang of Wu r.514 - 496 B.C)
L:493cm W:3.4cm

The long tapering blade has a median ridge on both sides and is inlaid on one side in gold with a twelve-character inscription
arranged in two rows, all below a diamond-shaped guard and a slightly tapering hilt leading to the disc-shaped pommel which is
decorated on the top in gold sheet with a band of “T" scroll and on the underside with a different scroll band, overall in a slivery-
grey patina and extensive malachite green encrustation.

The inscription on this sword may be translated as King Guang of the State of Gongwu made this sword with auspicious metal for his
own use. Jan Fontein and Tung Wu, the authors of Unearthing China’s Past, state that the character Guang is the personal name
of King Helv (1r.514 - 496 BC) of the Wu Kingdom (or Gongwu, as the kingdom was known by its inhabitants), and appears on most
of the bronze objects he commissioned. A bronze sword bearing the name Guang, in similar writing style to that on this sword, was
unearthed in 1964 in Yuanping, Shanxi province. See Wenwu. 1972: 4, pls. 1 and 2. A similar written Guang character also appears
on an excavated bronze basin belonging to King Helv. See Guo Moruo, “The dating of a royal tomb of the Ts'ai State recently
excavated at Shou-hsien, Anhui” , Kao gu xue bao, 1956:1, pp.3-4, pl.8.

Other bronze swords bearing inscriptions inlaid in gold include the example dated to the 5" century B.C. in the Freer Gallery of Art,
ilustrated by Thomas Lawton, Chinese Art of the Warring Stafes Period, Change and Confinuity, 480-222 B.C.,Washington DC., 1982,
pp.70-71, no.28, and one in the Musee Guimet dated 5th -4th century B.C., illustrated by C. Delacour, De bronze, d'or et d'argent,
Arts somptuaires de la Chine, Paris, 2001, p.131. Both the Freer sword and the Guimet sword bear the same twenty-character
inscription, arranged in ten characters to each side, which Thomas Lawton franslates as, “On the auspicious day jen-wu, [this
sword was] made for righteous use. Pure gold covers the spine. | myself have named it, calling it ‘little---'."

A technical examination report of the present sword states that the corrosion on the hilt shows two distinctly different textile
structures. While the textile is no longer present, the copper corrosion has retained the sfructure of the textile fibers. Near the
pommel is a 1Tcm section of what appears to be a single strand wound around the round hilt. The rest of the hilt shows a woven
structure in a herringbone pattern, and the shapes of the individual fibers are consistent with those of silk.

PROVENANCE

1. J.I.Tai & Co. Inc., New York, 25 January 1966.
2. Arthur M. Sackler Collections, New York.

3. Christie's New York

EXHIBITION
Unearthing China’s Past, Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, 1973, No.38.
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A VERY RARE AND IMPORTANT BRONZE SWORD MADE BY KING FUCHAI OF WU

Late Spring and Autumn (King Fuchai of Wu r.495 - 473 B.C.)
L:58cm W:5cm

The long tapering blade has a median ridge on both sides and on one side cast a ten-character inscription arranged in two rows,
all above a W-shaped guard with turquoise inlaid simplified mask decoration and a slightly tapering hilt leading to the tfrumpet-
shaped pommel interrupted by two collars.

The inscription reads ‘Gong wu wang fu chai, zi zuo gi yuan yong' , which means King Fuchai of the State of Gongwu forged this
sword for his own use.

This present sword is in perfect condition with sharp blade, smooth and graceful shape and elegant decoration. It is one of the most
beautiful swords that has ever been discovered that belongs to King Fuchai.

Fuchai, was the second son of King Helv of Wu. In 494 B.C., Fuchai followed the will of his father, who was defeated by King
Gouijian of Yue, by putting the Yue army to rout in Fujiao and captured the Yue capital Kuaiji ( present-day Shaoxing of Zhejiang) |
compelling the submission of the Yue State to Wu. In 486 B.C., King Fuchai built Canal Han (&) , connecting the Yangtze and
Huaihe Rivers. Thus, a waterway leading to the Song and Lu states was opened, making it possible for Fuchai to push his froops into
the Central Plains. Later, the Wu army defeated the Qi State in Ailing ( present-day Tai'an of Shandong) . In 482 B.C., King Fuchai
achieved the hegemony status over all other states in the vassals' meeting in Huangchi ( present-day southwestern Fengaiu of
Henan) . The battles for years running led to the weakening of national power. While the elites of the Wu State were away for the
Huangchi meeting, only the crown prince and the weak aging officials were left behind in charge of the state, providing a good
chance for the Yue State. In 473 B.C., King Goujian of Yue led his froops to attack the Wu State, which was wiped out in the battle.
King Fuchai was forced to commit suicide.

Based on archeological findings, the earliest bronze sword cast in Wu Yue areas was dated fo the Western Zhou period. According
to the classics, the bronze sword casting technique in these areas reached its peak during the Late Spring and Autumn period to
the Waring States period, the bronze swords from Wu and Yue were considered the most precious freasures. They were widely used
in wars as well as collectable accessories that could reflect the social class of nobles.

The bronze swords that belong fo the famous Kings from Wu and Yue states were highly praised in the Chinese traditional classics,
especially the swords that belong to King Guang and King Fuchai of Gongwu and King Yunchang and King Goujian of Yue. Their
swords had long been considered to have the finest quality.

An archeological example of King Fuchai sword with similar design and pattern is a sword that was excavated in 1935 in Shouxian
County, Anhui, now being kept in the National Museum of China, as illustrated in Wu Zhenfeng eds., Shang zhou ging fong gi ming
wen ji tu xiang ji cheng (The collection of the inscriptions and patterns from Shang and Zhou Bronzes ) , Shanghai, 2012, Vol. 33, No.
17935, p.289. In addition, there is another sword of Fuchai that was unearthed in 1991 in Zouxian County of Shandong, as illustrated
inibid, vol33, no.17938, p. 294.

PROVENANCE
Collection of a private Taiwan collector
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